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1 TIM. iti. 144 15. 


Theſe Things curitè I unto thee, hoping ts come 
unto thee ſhortly. 


But if I tarry long, that thou mayeſt knew 
how thou. oughteſt to bebave thyſelf iu the 
Houſe of God, which is the Church of the 
living God, the Ground 125 Pillar of the 
Truth. 


HESE Words contain two Points 
which deſerve our particular No- 
tice. 


TU E firſt is the Reaſon of St. Paul's writ- 
ing this Epiſtle, viz, that Timothy might 
know bow to behave himſelf in the Houſe of 
God. 


Tu E other is the Conſiderations here ſug- 
geſted to Timothy, as Motives or Taducements 
to behave himſelf well, taken ſrom the Dię- 
nity of the Charge chmmitied to his Care, 

A 2 Viz. 


rr A 


viz. the Church of the living Cad; and from 
the Importance of the Character he was to 
make good in that Church, implied in the 
Ground and Pillar of the Truth. 


TH E firſt and moſt obvious Remark, and 
which. is indeed the very Letter of my Text, 
is, that St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle with de 
ſign to inftrut Timothy, how he ought to be- 
hade himſelf in the Houſe of God. And tho' 
there may not ſeem at firſt Sight any great 
Matter to be collected or inferr'd from hence; 
yet, if we duly conſider the perſonal Qualifi- 
cations and Character of Timothy, with other 
Circumſtences of St. Paul's writing this E- 
piſtle to him, we ſhall find, if I miſtake 
not, a Matter very worthy our Attention. 


TimMoTHY was a Man, by all Accounts 
of him, that one would ſcarce have imagined 
ſhould have Rood in nced of Inſtruction or 
Admonition, concerning his Carriage in his 
Station and Miniſtry. 


He was One whom the Apoſtle knew per- 
fectly well. One whom He had Himſelf or- 
dain'd to the Miniſtry, 2 Tim. i. 6. One who 
had been recommended to him by the uni ver- 


{al 


fal Teſtimony of the Brethren at Lyra and 
Tronium, Acts xvi. 2. One of whom He had 
taken the Charge, and had the Conduct ever 
ſince his Ordination; and over whom he had 
exerciſed a Power of a very ſingular Nature, 
Acts xvi. 3. in order to remove all Obſtacles 
to his Succeſ n preaching the Goſpel. One 
whom He had, morcover, choſen to be His 
Companion in His Travcls, and Coadjutor in 
His Labours. In a Word, One of whoſe un- 
feigned Faith He was perſuaded, 2 Tim. i. 
5. to whom he had committed the Depaſitim, 
1 Tim. vi. 20. and 2 Tim. i. 14. and of whoſe 
Fidelity in that important Truſt, He had un- 
doubted Proof from much Experience. 


TiMoTHY was alſo in himielf a Perſon 
of great Abilities, whoſe Praiſc it was that 
from a Child he had known the holyScriptures, 
which were able to make him Wiſe unts Sal- 
vation, thro' Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. iii. 
I 5. which were able 4% make the Man of God 
Perfect, and thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good Works, ver. 17. He was One who had 
been com pletely inſtructed by St. Paul him- 
ſelf, in the Form of ſound Words, 2 Tim. i. 15. 
ii. 2. iii. 14. One on whom the Prophecies 
had gone before that he ſhould war a good 
Warfare, 1 Tim. i. 18. HE 
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viz. the Church of the living Cad; and from 
the Importance of the Character he was to 
make good in that Church, implied in the 
Ground and Pillar of the Truth. 


Tu firſt and moſt obvious Remark, and 
which. is indeed the very Letter of my Text, 
is, that St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle with * 
ſign to inſtruct Timothy, how he ought to be- 
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Matter to be collected or inferr'd from hence; 
yet, if we duly conſider the perſonal Qualifi- 
cations and Character of Timothy, with other 
Circumſtances of St. Paul's writing this E- 
piſtle to him, we ſhall find, if I miſtake 
not, a Matter very worthy our Attention. 


TiMoTHY was a Man, by all Accounts 
of him, that one would ſcarce have imagined 
ſhould have ſtood in need of Inſtruction or 
Admonition, concerning his Carriage in his 
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ſectly well. One whom He had Himſelf or- 
dain'd to the Miniſtry, 2 Tim. i. 6. One who 
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fal Teſtimony of the Brethren at Ly{tra and 
Tonium, Acts xvi. 2. One of whom He had 
taken the Charge, and had the Conduct ever 
{ince his Ordination; and over whom he had 
exerciſed a Power of a very ſingular Nature, 
Acts xvi. 3. in order to remove all Obſtacles 
to his Succeſ n preaching the Goſpel. One 
whom He had, morcover, choſen to be His 
Companion in His Travels, and Coadjutor in 
His Labours. In a Word, One of whoſe un- 
feigned Faith He was perſuaded, 2 Tim. i. 
5. to whom he had committed the Depaſitiim, 
1 Tim. vi. 20. and 2 Tim. i. 14. and of whoſe 
Fidelity in that important Truſt, He had un- 
doubted Proof from much Expericnce. 


TiMoTHY was alſo in himſelf a Perſon 
of great Abilities, whoſe Praiſe it was that 
from a Child he had known the bolyScriptures, 
which were able to make him <wiſe unto Sal- 
vation, thro Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. iii. 
15. which were able i9 make the Man of God 
perfeft, and thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good Works, ver. 17. He was One who had 
been com pletely inſtructed by St. Paul him- 
ſelf, in the Form of ſound Words, 2 Tim. i. 13. 
ii. 2. iii. 14. One on whom the Prophecies 
had gone before that he ſhould war a good 
Warfare, 1 Tim. i. 18. HE 
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Ht wasa Perſon moreover unblameable in 
his Morals, and quite irreproachable in his 
perſonal Conduct. One againſt whom there 
lay no Exception, but that he might be too 
young for ſo great a Truſt, and fo high an 
Office as was conferr'd upon him, 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
Yet with his Youth he was ſo ſevere and 
ſtrict in his Way of living, that the Apoſ- 
tle himſelf thought fit to adviſe him to re- 
lax it in part, 1 Tim. v. 23. 


AL theſe Things we find ſpoken of 
Timothy in the New Teſtament, and many 
of them in this very Epiſtle. Yet to this 
ſame Timothy fo well inform'd and diſciplin'd 
already, ſo unexceptionably regular and ex- 
emplary, ſo well reported of and eſteem'd, 
doth St. Paul write this Letter of particular 
Inſtructions, that he might know how to be- 
aue himſelf. 


IT may indeed be ſaid that notwithifland- 
ing Timothy's Learning, Probity and Virtues, 
he might want ſome Directions or Rules con- 
cerning the Diſcharge of the Epiſe opal Office ; 
he being one of. the firſt that was to ſuc- 
ceed the Apoſtles in that Charge. ; | 

| | Tu: 


7 


TRUE: But yet we find that altho' St. 
Paul gives Rules to him in this Reſpect, he 
doth not confine himſelf to ſuch Points; 
but makes many ſerious Exhortations to him 
to remember and practice thoſe Things which 
he could not be ignorant of; and ſuch as his 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity w old have indiſ- 
penſably obliged him to, tho' he had not 
alſo laid under the ſuperinduced Obligations 


of the Paſtoral Office. 


= - is further remarkable, that this Letter 
was wrote in that Age of the Church When 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
were conferr'd on Believers; and more eſpe- 
cially on the Miniſters, and Guides of the 
Church, who were frequently furniſhed witl! 
ſupernatural Helps and Abilities, for the per- 
fedting of the Saints, for the [Work of the Mi- 


niſtry, for the edi Hing of the Body of Chriſt, 
Eph. iv. 12. Nay and at a Time too, when 


St. Paul meant not to be long abſent from 
him; for he tells him in my Text that He 
'boped to come wunto him ſhortly: Which, one 
would have thought, might have rendered 
his writing fo long, and ſo particular a Tet- 
ter of Inſtruction the leſs neceſſary. But 
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whereas his coming. as he had propoſed was 
not certain, and he might happen to tarry 
long, ſo certain and ſo great, in his Opinion, 
was the Importance of Timathys good Beha- 
viour in the mean Time, that He was deter- 
mined to omit nothing that might any way 
contribute to prevent the leaſt Miſcarriage. 
And therefore that He night fully expreſs 
his affectionate Regard for Timothys Perſon, 
as well as his fatherly Care and Concern of 
the Church over which he had placed him, 
He writes this elegant and moving Epiſtle, 
wherein he ſolemnly and earneſtly preſſes him 
to be circumſpect, to hold Faith and a good 
Conſcience, chap. i. 19. to exerciſe himſelf 
into Goalmefs, iv. 7. To take Heed unto him- 
felf and to his Doctrine, that he might both 
fave himſelf and thoſe that heard him, iv. 16. 


H lays before him the great Gain of 
Godlinefs, vi. 6. the Snares and Miſchiefs of Co- 
vetouſmeſs and Worldly-mindedneſs, ver. 9. 10. 
But thou, O Man of God, (ſgith He) flee 
theſe Things, and follow after Righteouſneſs, 
Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs, 
&c. ver. 11. Be thou an Example of the 
Believers, in Word, in Corver ſation, in Cha- 
rity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, chap. iv. 


12. 
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12. Meditate on theſe Things, give thyſelf 
wholly to them, ver 15. Nay, I charge 
Thee before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
that thou obſerve theſe Things, chap. v. 21. 
That thou keep this Commandment without 
Spot, unrebukeable, chap. vi. 14. O Timothy 
keep that which is committed to thy Truſt, 
ver. 20. With many other ſuch ftrong and 
pathetical Expreſſions to be met with in this 
Epiſtle. TIE: 


AND yet all theſe are addreſſed to that 
ſame Timothy whom St. Paul never mentions 
in his Writings to others, but under Titles of 
great Reverence and Reſpect, as appears in 
thoſe Epiſtles which he wrote before his. 
Timotheus my Fellow-labourer, Rom. xvi 21. 
Who worketh the Work of the Lord, as J 
alſo do, 1 Cor. xvi. 10. Timothy our Bro- 
ther, 2 Cor. i. 1. Col. i. 1. I truſt to ſend 
Timotheus ſhortly unto you. For I have u 
Man L1KE-MINDED, who will naturally 
cart for your State. For all ſeek their own, 
not the Things that are Jeſus Chriſt's. But 
ye know the PROOF OF HIM, that as a 
Sou with the Father, he hath ſerved with 
me in the Goſpel, Philip. ii. 19, 20, 21, 22. 


B Nor- 


[ 10 ] 

Norwirn S TAN DING this great Opi- 
nion of Him, and Confidence in him, when 
He writes to him concerning his future Be- 


haviour, He ſpeaks to him in the Manner 
vou have heard. 


Tu Uſę to be made of all this ſhall fol- 
low, after I have ſaid ſomething to the other 
Point ariſing from my Text, viz. the Motives 
to Timothy's good Behaviour here ſuggeſted; 
which I obſerved were two: Both of them, 
indeed, drawn from the Weight and ſingular 
Importance of his Vocation, but yet not with- 
out a particular Reſpect, as J conceive, to the 
Circumſtances of the Place where he then 
was, and to the . peculiar Character of the 
People over Whom he dd. 


Tn E one is taken ſrom the bisvir of the 
Honſe of God of which he had the Honour 
to be a Miniſter, or that Church of which he 
had the ſpiritual Government as Biſhop. This 
the Apoſtle calls the Church of the LIVING 
Gon, as if he intended to oppoſe it to the 
Temples of dead Idols, as being of far more 
Conſequence and Value; or to ſet forth the 
Bleſſings and Priviledges of the Congregations 


of 


DL Ir * 
of the. Faithful, by a Contradiſtinction of 


them, from the falſe Pretences and vain Hopes 
of the Aſſemblies of Idolaters. 


Tn E other Motive is taken from the Ex- 
cellency of the Doctriues, or Divine Truths, 
which Timothy was to preach in that Church 
of the living God, and the Eminency of his 
Employment in the Church on that Account, 
Viz. as the Ground and Pillar of the Truth. 
Which Doctrines, or ſublime Truths, the A- 
poſtle immediately explains in the following 
Verſe, under the Title of the Myſtery of Goa- 
lineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh, with ſeveral 
other Particulars contained in, or conſequent: 
upon that Myſtery, ver. 16. as if he purpoſely 
intended to oppoſe them to the falſely cele- 
brated Myſteries of Paganiſm. 


Indeed I think that the Suppoſit ion of the 
Apoſtle's, alluding to the Heathen Temples 
and Myſteries, throws great Light upon this 
_ Paſſage, and gives a greater Weight to his Ex- 

hortation. And that he ſhould reaſon with 7:- 
mothy after this Manner you will, I believe, 
acknowledge to. be extremely natural, if you 
will pleaſe to conſider what a Noiſe the old 
Pagans were wont to make about their Tem- 

ple. C 


— 


ples and their religious Myſteries ; and none 
more than the People of Epheſus, among whom 
Timothy then was. 8D SAL AT 4 


Wu 4a T Thing in the World, for Inſtance, 
was more talked of among the Antients than 
the Temple of Diana at Epheſus * Not only 
that Temple of hers which was two whole 
Ages in building, tho raiſed at the common 
Charge of all Afia-minor, and was reputed 

one of the ſeven Wonders of the World *; 
but alſo that Temple which was ſtanding in 
the Days of St. Paul and Timothy, in which 
there was a much greater Wonder than the 
former, viz. an Image of the Goddeſs, which, 
they ſaid, fell down from Jupiter, Acts xix. 
35. which was there repoſited and worſhipped. 
And you know from the Hiſtory of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles in what mighty Veneration 
they held this Ido, inſomuch that upon a Com- 

| plaint 

* This fupendous Work, Full of Statues, Pictures, and 
other Furniture of immenſe Value, wherein the Induſtry 
and Skill of | the, moſt exquiſite Artiſts of the World had 

| been exerciſed for nigh 200 Years together, and in a Man- 
ner exbauſted, was at length burnt by one Heraſtratus, (with 
an infamous Deſign, as is ſaid, to [perpetuate bis Name by 
deſtroying a Building ſo univerſally celebrated) in the ſame 


Olympiad in which Alexander the Great was born, viz. about 
355 Years before Chriſt, 
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plaint of Demetrius, and the Craftſmen who 
made filver Shrines for Diana, © that the 
« 'Temple of the great Goddeſs was in danger 
of being deſpiſed, and her Magnificence de- 
« ſtroyed, whom al Aſia and the World 
1 worſnipped; the whole City ran together, 
« crying out for the Space of two Hours, 


Great is Diana of the Epheſians.” ver 24. 
to 28. 


'THExX again: What was there more ad- 
mired and reverenced by all Sorts of Men than 
the famous Myſteries of Religion which the 
 Heathens celebrated in many of their Tem- 
ples? And if there was a Place in the World 
more than ordinarily bewitch'd with diabolical 
Secrets and Wonders, it was Epheſus; where 
the Inhabitants were ſo addicted to Sorceries 
and Inchantments, that Charms and Spells are 
{aid to have been publickly fold there; and 
the Eee, f AH, or the magical or myſteri- 

ous 

* Authors, I think, are not agreed whether theſe were 
ſingle Letters, or intire Words, or Hieroglyphics. Whatever 
they were, they are ſaid to bave been engraved on the Feet, 


Girdle, and Crown of Diana's Image in her Temple at K- 


pheſus. Heſychins ſays they were ſacred Words, and gives 
eight of them, which Clemens Alex. attempts to explain, 
Strom. L. v. 3. $. p. 672. Edit, Pot. They are mentioned 


* * * 
* 
* 
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_ ous Charatters of the Epheſians became even 
a Proverb amongſt the Greeks. 


AND agreeably to this we find in Scrip- 
ture that when it pleaſed God to ſend his 
Goſpel among them, He ſent it ſupported 
with more than ordinary Teſtimonies, work- 
ing ſpecial Miracles by the Hands of Paul, 
Afts xix. 11. That he might be more than 
a Match for all their moſt ſubtle Sorcerers. 
And ſuch mighty Works were done by this 
Apoſtle there, as we read of no where elſe; 
fo that from his Body were brought unto the 
Sick, Aprons and Handkerchiefs, and the Di- 
ſeaſes departed from them, and the evil Spi- 
rits went out of them, ver. 12. And the 
Effect of this, as we read, was, that many 
who uſed curious and enchanting Arts con- 
felſed and fhewd their Deeds, and brought 
their magical Books together, and burned 


them before all Men; and they counted the 
Price 


by Plutarch, Suidas, Euſtathius, and others. But in this all 
are agreed, that rl, ,a Was a proverbial Expreſ- 
ſion to fignify Charms. For which Reaſon Eraſmus has 
brought it into his Adagies, ©* Epheſie Litere,—Dictum de 
.*« jis qui mira felicitate tanquam divina virgula quicquid 
« optarent afſequerentur.” Centur. viii. n. 49. Menander 
alſo mentions *Bofora *aaeZipdpuara, by which moſt proba- 
ly he means theſe very Spells. 
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Price of them, and found it fifty thouſand 
Pieces of Silver. So mightily encreaſed the 
Word of God and nn ver. 18, 19, 20. 


Now then be pleaſed to Ave: This 
ſame St. Paul, who had yanquiſhed and ex- 
ploded their myſterious Arts, and diabolical 
Deluſions by the Evidence of real Miracles, 
is here telling Timothy, whom be had ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him in the Charge of 
teaching and governing the Church in that 
City, and who muſt very well know all that 
I have been now mentioning; I ſay, He is 
here telling Timothy, that if theſe Heathen 
Temples and Heathen Myſteries were accoun- 
ted by the World ſuch extraordinary and valu- 
able Things, He ought to remember that he 
had both a Temple and Myſteries too commit- 
ted to his Care; and thoſe far more auguſt and 
ſublime, far more venerable than any which the 
Infidels could pretend to. That their Temples 
were no better than the Houſes of Idols, Shrines 
of d amb and ſenſelefs Things. But the Tem 
ple in which he was employed as a Miniſter, 
was not a Repoſitory of lifeleſs Images or 
fiftitions Deities; but the Church of the living 
God, the only true, almighty, and eternal 
Being. And that as for the Myſteries which 
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were ſo much celebrated among them, they 
would appear, if they were examined into, 
not only ridiculous and fooliſh, but alſo wicked 
and profane; Myſteries of Lewdneſs and Im- 
piety. But the Myſteries which were commit- 
ted to Him to teach were nothing leſs than the 
Divine Oracles of ſaving Truth; Doctrines 
profeſſed and preſerved only in the Church of 
Chriſt, and of which her Paſtors only were 
the Supports and Pillars. And as theſe 
Myſteries were great in themſelves, infinitely 


greater than any the Heathen Prieſts had to 
initiate Men in, ſo they were likewiſe N 


teries of Godlineſs, and tended to make all 


Mankind truly pious and virtuous. Myſte- 
ries, without Controverſy, both great and 


good; great in their Nature, and god in 
their Effects 


I Have now by way of IIluſtration of 
this Text ſaid all that ſeems requiſite to lead to 
the Uſes that are at this Time to be made of 
it : For as to our Diſpute with the Church of 
Rome upon the Words Ground and Pillar of 
the Truth, conſidered as a Note or Mark of 
the Churches Infallibility in her Doctrines, 
I ſhall wholly paſs it over, as needleſs at 

pre- 
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preſent, and foreign to my intended Appli- 
cation. 1 


To which, with your 1575 I ſhall now 
directly proceed. 


-- 


1. Ax p firſt of all, I would obſerve to 
you from what has deen ſaid of St. Pauls 
View and End in writing this Epiſtle to 77“ 
mothy ; that how well ſvever the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, now a-days, may be ſuppoſed 
to be inſtructed in their Duty; (great muſt be 
their N eglect of the Advantages they enjoy, if 

they are not ſo) or how little Reaſon ſoever 
there may be (to ſpeak in the moſt favourable 
Suppoſition) to fear their Miſcarriage in the 
Diſcharge of their Office; yet it is neverthe- 
leſs highly proper, ſafe, and expedient, that 
They ſhould, on fit Occaſions, be told of 
their Obligations, exhorted, and called upon 
to the Performance of their indiſpenſible Duty ; 
and that not in a ſlight or formal Way, but 
with a Zeal and an Earneſtneſs which it be- 
comes ſuch Solicitations to be made withal, 
eſpecially by thoſe who in the Order and 
Oeconomy of the Church are the Superrors ; 


as the Biſhops, and ſupreme Paſtors of the 
O F lock, 


Flock, who, it is to be hoped, will never 
be unmindful to exhort, after St. Paul's Ex- 
ample, and to encourage their inferior Clergy 
within their ſeveral Dvoceſes, and Diſtricts. 
And if ſo extraordinary a Perſon as Timothy 
was, might not be truſted without ſolemn Ad- 
monition, and was not ſuffered to go without 
ſerious Leſſons of Advice, well may We, 
the Parochial Clergy, ſuffer the Word of Ex- 
hortation from thoſe who are ſet over us in the 
Lord, and receive with Meekneſs their Direc- 
tions, how we ought to behave ourſebves in 


the Houſe of God. 


2. BuT ſecondly, It will further appear 
from what has been ſaid, that the Gifts of the 
holy Spirit, even in the inſpired Ages, did 
not ſuperſede the Neceſſity of human Means 
lor the Inſtruction of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel how to behave themſetves : And 
therefore we may preſume, that no Pretence 
of Illumination from above, can juſtify any 
Perſon now a-days in ſlighting and ſetting 
himſelf above all the ordinary Ways of Im- 
provement by human Means. 


T1iMo- 
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Tiuorur may be ſuppoſed to have 
been as copiouſly furniſhed with ſpiritual 
Gifts, both ordinary and extraordinary, as 
any Man ſince his Times, or even in his 
Times, excepting the Apoſtles themſelves. 
Yet for all that we fſce that in St. Pauls 
Opinion (and ſurely he was a very proper 
Judge in the Caſe) it was altogether fit and 
expedient that he ſhould be carefully in- 
ſtructed in ſeveral Things, and not be left 
wholly to himſelf; That he ſhould not only 
be put in Remembrance to ſtir up the Gift 
of God that was in him, 2 Tim. i. 6. but 
that he ſhould have ſpecial Rules and Di- 
rections given him concerning his whole 
Conduct. 


AND among thoſe Directions which the 
Apoſtle thought proper to ſend him in Writ- 
ing, One is, that he ſhould give Attendance to 
Reading, 1 Tim. iv. 13. Another, that he 
ſhould meditate on theſe Things; (viz. on all 
the foregoing Advices offered him in this E- 
piſtle) that he ſhould give himſelf wholly to 
them, or purſue them cloſely, that his profi- 
ting might appear unto all, ver. 15. 


Now 
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Now then, I fay, if after all the Inffruc- 
tions verbally given him by the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf, and with the Advantages of the extraor- 
dinary Gifts by which that Age was diftin- 
guiſhed, and of which he may be preſumed 
to have had his Share; and eſpecially with the 
Uſe of that particular NAH. Whatever it 
Was, which St. Paul puts him in, mind of in 
both his Epiſtles —If under theſe uncommon 
Aſſiſtances he was nevertheleſs bound to take 
Pains, in an human Way, to improve himfelf 
by Reading and Meditation, I do ſuppole we 
may take it for granted, that the fame Expe- 
dients and uſual Methods of attaining Learn- 
ing and Knowledge are, at Icaſt equaily, ne- 
ccſ/ary now: And conſequently that they 
who ſet-up for gifted Brethren, who make 
their own private Spirit their Guide and ſole 
DiRator in Things pertaining to Religion, 
who deſpiſe human Learning, and diſparage 

all the cuſtomary Ways of attaining it, are in 
a different Sentiment from. St, Paul in this 
Matter, and ſhould not, therefore, take it a- 
miſs; if we hold them in no better a Light 
than as Perſons deluding themſelves ; and if 


we; alſo warn others to be careful how they truſt 
to ſuch Pretences Ir 
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I'T is likewiſe, ' my Brethren, a very ſcaton- 
able Leſſon to us all, that we at no Time repute 
_ ourſelves ſo far advanced in divine Knowledge, 
and all uſeful Literature, as to be incapable of 
further Increaſe and Improvements. 


READING and Meditation muſt never be 
laid aſide, if we hope to preferve what we have 
already gotten; much leſs, if we would make it 
truly uſeful to us in the Courſe of our Miniſtry. 


LEARNING and Knowledge arc much 
increaled from what they were in former Times; 
and unleſs the Improvements of the Clergy 
bear ſome Proportion to that of the Laity, 
they muſt expect to ſuffer in their Credit; for 
they will in that Caſe unavoidably tuffer in 
it, and in the Eſteem which they ought to 
be held in by the World. 


I'T is not enough, as the Times now arc, 
that we can teach the ſimple Truths of Chriſ- 
tianity: We muſt be able to rea/on juſtly, as 
well as to inform; to give good Arguments, 
as well as good Inſtructionc. We muſt all en- 
deayour to attain, in a conipetent Degree, the 
Knowledge of the ſeveral Controverſies now 
on foot among Chriſtians, Nay it is not e- 

* nough 
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nough that we can defend the Scriptures, and 
the antient Fathers from the Wrongs that are 
done them, but we are called upon to prove 
and vindicate the firſt Principles and Founda- 
tions of all Religion and Virtue, viz. the Being 
and Attributes of God, the Certainty of the 
Diſtinctions between moral Good and Evil, 
the Authority of divine Revelation, and the 
Force of the Evidence ariſing from Prophecy 
and Miracles, and twenty other Matters that 
Atheiſts and Deiſts and Scepticks pretend to be 
diſſatisfied with, and look for a rational Re- 
ply to, whether it ſhall prove 4 ſatisfactory 
one to them or not. In a Word, it is expec- 
ted from all, or moſt of us at leaſt, that, in 
all Points wherein Religion is concerned, we 
be able to give an Anſwer to every Man that 
asketh us a Reaſon of our Hope, or a Proof 
of our Doctrine. 


So that if we would know how to behave 
ourſelves in the Houſe of God, we muſt give 
ourſelves, as St. Paul adviſes Timothy, to 
Reading, aud Meditation, that our profiting 
may appear unto all Men, and that we may 
be able by found Doctrine, both to exhort, 
and to convince the Gamfayers, Tit. i. 9. 
| Bur 


Bu i as Zeal ſhould be guided by Know- 
ledge, fo ſhould Knowledge be governd by 
Diſcretion, which is the | 


3- Thixp Uſe I would make of the A- 
poſtle's Monitions to Timothy, viz. the great 
Expediency of being inſtructed in Rules of 
Prudence, that we may fo behave as to ap- 
prove ourſelves in all Things as the Miniſters 
of God; or at leaſt fo as to grue uo Offence, 
that the Miniſtry be not blamed. 


VARIOUS are the Qualities and Conditi- 
ons of the Perſons we have to deal with. 
Various are their Capacities, Acquirements, 
Tempers, Humours, Views, &c. And con- 
ſequently there is @ Diſcretion that muſt be 
uſed in our reſpective Applications to them. 


TiMOTHY, who was St. Pauls 0:vn Son 
in the Faith, 1 Tim. i. 2. and who had al- 
ready attained unto good Doctrine, chap. iv. 
6. was not above receiving and ſubmitting to 


Rules concerning the prudential Part of his 
Conduct. 


Tua which I ſhall firſt mention was, 


that he ſhould avoid profane and vain Bab- 
lings, 


| 
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tings, and Oppoſit ions of Science falſely ſo called, 
1 Tim. vi. 20. And that he ſhould «withdraw 
himſelf from thoſe who doted about Queſtions 
and Strifes of Words, whereaf, as the Apo- 
ſtle adds, cometh Emuy, Railings, evil Surmi- 
WO gg, and 1 Diſputings, &c. ver. 4, 5. 
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PERU ars no Age, my Brethren, hath 
been more given to vain and perverſe Diſpu- 
tations, eſpecially about Matters of Religion, 
than the preſent. And therefore a diſcreet. 
and cautions Behaviour in this Article of 
Converſation will greatly become us. We 
ſhall take the worſt Way of making our pro- 
fiting by Reading and Meditation appear un- 
to all, if we expend what we have gain d 
thereby in needleſs and unprofitable Diſputes. 
We may expoſe Ourſelves while we attempt 


to ſhew our Learning in improper Places, at 


improper Times, and before improper Com- 


\ pany. We have our Times and Seaſons in 


which we muſt ſiudy to ſhew ourſelves ap- 
proved, Workmen that need not to be aſhamed, 
by righily droiding the Word of Truth, 2 Tims. 
ii. 15. But we muſt remember that others 
have their Times and Seaſons too, when they 


will not endure. ſound Doctrine; and are in a 
Dif ö 
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Diſpoſition to entertain every religious Sub- 
ject with Banter and Ridicule. It behoves us 
therefore to behave warily in this Point, and 
tho we ought always to be able, as I before 
ſaid, to give an Anſwer to every one that 
acketh us a Reaſon of our Hope, and able too 
to do this in Meekneſs and Reverence, as the 
Apoſtle directs, 1 Pet. iii. 15. Vet the Man- 
ner of doing it in other Reſpects, as well as the 
Time and Place of doing it, will be found, I 
apprehend, to be merely Matter of Prudenc b. 


ANOTHER of St. Pauls uſeful Cautions 
given to Timothy in this Epiſtle, and alſo to 
Titus in another, is, Let no Man deſpiſe thee, 
1 Tim. iv. 12. Tir, ii. 15. 


PERHAPS this may ſeem to us an In- 
junction of ſome Difficulty, when we refled 
on the Perverſeneſs and Oppoſition that we 
are almoſt fure to meet with from thoſe who 
entertain a general Diſlike to our very Calling 
and Profeſſion; who are ready to put the worſt 
Conſtruction both upon our Doctrine and our 
Actious; and are apt to make as much Noiſe 
with our Indiſcretions as with our Crimes; in- 


ſomuch that the beſt Endceavours we can uſe 
D a 
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to furniſh ourſelves with Knowledge, and to 


behaye ourſelves with Prudence, will ſcarce 
recommend us to their avowed Eſtcem, or 


ſcreen us from their Cenſures and Detraction. 
But the Truth is, that however ſome Men 
may be diſpoſed by Inclination, or this Af- 


fectation, to run down our publick Character, 


which no private Conduct, be it never ſo ex- 
act, can prevent, yet each of us, 1 conceive, hath 
it in his Power to ſtand free, if he-pleaſes, from 
perſonal Contempt ; becauſe that can never fall 
upon our private or proper Charatter, till we 
firſt condeſcend to do mean Lage contemptible 
x | F 


Ax vp therefore we are to conſider the A- 
poſtles Advice as pratticable (for we may 
make it ſo) by. behaving ourſelves in ſuch. 


Manner, that #9 Man CAN deſpiſe us. Which 


is a real Truth, how little Power ſoever we 
may ſeem to have. over other Mens Judge- 
ments or Prejudices. For real Merit works 
inward Eſteem, as much as Truth works in- 


Dard Convittion, whether either of them be 


openly acknowledged or not. Learning and 
Virtue may be attacked with Raillery, (for 
what is there that may not) yet it is impoſſi- 

ble 


E 
ble for them at any Time to become the Ob- | 
jects of real Scorn.. cp 


Bu r Things of much more Importance than 
this depend upon our good Behaviour in the 
Houſe of God, which brings me to 


4. Tas fourth and laſt Particular which 
J ſhall ſelect out of &. Pauls Directions to Ti- 
mothy, as be ing indeed the moſt material of all; 
and is as followeth. Be thou an EXAMPLE 
of. the Believers in Word, in Converſation, in 
Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. chap. 
IV. Ver. 12. | 


THis is a Point which We who have enter- 
ed into holy Orders ought continually to re- 
member, and ſeriouſly to affect our Minds 
withall, viz. that We are to be Patterns of all 
Chriſtian Living to the reſt of Mankind. 
That, as we are- engaged in one of the moſt 
momentous Buſineſſes in the World, fo our Suc- 
ceſs in it depends as much upon our EMH] - 
ple, as on our natural or acquired Abilities: 
Nay more ſo, for upon our good or ill Con- 
du@ in private Life the whole Efficacy of our 
| miniſterial Labours doth in a Manner reſt. — 
That 


Happineſs of Mens Souls, and in ſome Mea- 
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That the Glory of God, the Prefervation 
of his Truths, the Honour! of Religion, the 


ſure the civil Peace of Society too, depend 


| Upon a juſt, careful, diligent and prudent Con- 


| duct i in the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 


Greater in Proportion. is the Impor- 
tance of a wiſe and exemplary Behaviour in 
the Preſidents and Overſeers of the Houſe 0 
God, who are, like Timothy, the Grou 
and Pillars of the Truth. But all we, he 
inferior Paſtors, are likewiſe Stewards of the 
Myſteries of Godlineſs, and as ſuch' it impotts 
us to be faund faithful. To take Heed unto 
our Lives as well as unto our Dottrines, that 
we may fulfill the Work of our Miniſtry, and 
be able to * ourſelves, and 1 that bear 
us. 55 


| Witten! bleſſed Effe of a due Diſctuiz ha 7 
of the Paſtoral Function, that we may all by 


the Grace and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit 


obtain, God of his Mercy to us grant, for the 
Sake of Jeſus Chriſt: a To hom, 1 — 
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